NOVEMBER FLAG CLUB
(No meeting in December)
•

•
•

Video your F.L.A.G. Club flying, lowering and gathering your school’s flags or being a part of your
school Veteran’s Day event. Share those videos on your school’s website and the Flag Program
Facebook page.
Invite a Veteran to speak to the group about a topic related to what the Flag means to them.
Do a reading of the poem “I am the Flag” in this section of your Campus Leader Handbook, at a
Veteran’s Day School assembly or other gathering of students.

Flag Trivia
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

What colors can be found in our national flag?
What does the red represent?
What does the white represent?
What does the blue represent?
What formation were the stars placed in our first flag?
What did this formation represent?

Special Days in November and December to discuss:
November 11 - Veteran’s Day is an official United States public holiday, observed annually on November
11, that honors military veterans; that is, persons who served in the United States Armed Forces. If Nov.
11 falls on a Sunday it is observed on Monday, Nov. 12.
November 19, 1863 - Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln written on the walls of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington – For the entire speech go to:
speechhttp://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm
December 7, 1941 - Pearl Harbor Day, On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese
Navy Air Service attacked Naval Station Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii Territory, without
warning and without a declaration of war, killing 2,403 American servicemen, and injuring 1,178 others.
The attack sank four U.S. Navy battleships and damaged four others. It also damaged three cruisers,
three destroyers, and one minelayer. Aircraft losses were 188 destroyed and 159 damaged.
December 8, 1941 - the United States declared war on Japan and entered World War II on the side of
the Allies. In a speech to Congress, President Franklin D. Roosevelt called the bombing of Pearl Harbor "a
date which will live in infamy."
Teaching Objective - Veteran’s Day and why we celebrate! Use the below websites.
www.history.com/topics/holidays/Veterans-day-facts
www.history.com/veterans-stories

I am the Flag
by Ruth Apperson Rous

I am the flag of the United States of America.
I was born on June 14, 1777, in Philadelphia.
There the Continental Congress adopted my stars and stripes as the national flag.
My thirteen stripes alternating red and white, with a union of thirteen white stars in a field of
blue, represented a new constellation, a new nation dedicated to the personal and religious
liberty of mankind.
Today fifty stars signal from my union, one for each of the fifty sovereign states in the greatest
constitutional republic the world has ever known.
My colors symbolize the patriotic ideals and spiritual qualities of the citizens of my country.
My red stripes proclaim the fearless courage and integrity of American men and boys and the
self-sacrifice and devotion of American mothers and daughters.
My white stripes stand for liberty and equality for all.
My blue is the blue of heaven, loyalty, and faith.
I represent these eternal principles: liberty, justice, and humanity.
I embody American freedom: freedom of speech, religion, assembly, the press, and the sanctity
of the home.
I typify that indomitable spirit of determination brought to my land by Christopher Columbus
and by all my forefathers - the Pilgrims, Puritans, settlers at Jamestown and Plymouth.
I am as old as my nation.
I am a living symbol of my nation's law: The Constitution of the United States and the Bill of
Rights.
I voice Abraham Lincoln's philosophy: "A government of the people, by the people, for the
people."
I stand guard over my nation's schools, the seedbed of good citizenship and true patriotism.
I am displayed in every schoolroom throughout my nation; every schoolyard has a flagpole for

my display.
Daily thousands upon thousands of boys and girls pledge their allegiance to me and my country.
I have my own law—Public Law 829, "The Flag Code"—which states my correct use
and display for all occasions and situations.
I have my special day, Flag Day. June 14 is set aside to honor my birth.
Americans, I am the sacred emblem of your country. I symbolize your birthright, your heritage
of liberty purchased with blood and sorrow.
I am your title deed of freedom, which is yours to enjoy and hold in trust for posterity.
If you fail to keep this sacred trust inviolate, if I am nullified and destroyed, you and your
children will become slaves to dictators and despots.
Eternal vigilance is your price of freedom.
As you see me silhouetted against the peaceful skies of my country, remind yourself that I am
the flag of your country, that I stand for what you are—no more, no less.
Guard me well, lest your freedom perish from the earth.
Dedicate your lives to those principles for which I stand: "One nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all."
I was created in freedom. I made my first appearance in a battle for human liberty.
God grant that I may spend eternity in my "land of the free and the home of the brave" and
that I shall ever be known as "Old Glory," the flag of the United States of America.

